Synapses let loose for a change: inhibitory synapse pruning throughout experience-dependent cortical plasticity.
In this issue of Neuron, Chen et al. (2012) and van Versendaal et al. (2012) used fluorescently tagged gephyrin to track inhibitory synapses in the mouse visual cortex in vivo. Their studies show that visual experience-dependent plasticity is associated with clustered and location-specific pruning of inhibitory synapses.